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The Fine Print... 

Service is defined as work done for a non-
profit agency or individual and one in 
which there is no compensation or reward 
for the individual completing the work. 
The activity should contribute to the well-
being of  the school or community. Partic-
ipating in a club, sport, or school-
sponsored activity does not in itself  con-
stitute community service. If  the club, 
sport, or activity sponsors a community 
service event, and you participate in it, 
then experience credit will be awarded ac-
cordingly. Be sure to check with your 
homeroom teacher prior to doing the ac-
tivity if  you are uncertain as to whether 
service experience credit will be awarded. 

 
Only TWO “dress for a cause” days 
may count towards your expectation 
goal. 

 
Family obligations such as mowing your 
grandfather’s lawn, babysitting your 
younger siblings, and cleaning house do 
not count as community service. 
 

 
 

 

Use the questions below to determine if 
an activity is community service. Be sure 
to check with your homeroom teacher 
prior to doing the activity if you are uncer-
tain as to whether service experience cred-
it will be awarded. 
 
 
For an Outside Agency:  
Is it a non-profit agency? 
Does the agency rely on volunteers? 
Did someone from the agency witness you 
performing the service? 
 
For Individuals:  
Is the individual unable to perform the 
activity or task? 
Are they financially disadvantaged? 
Are they elderly or in need of assistance? 
Was the activity necessary to help the indi-
vidual? 
Is the individual someone other than a 
relative? 
 
For Pacetti Bay Middle School:  
Did a PBMS staff member witness the 
activity? 
Was the activity done through an official 
club or school group? 
Was the activity unrelated to any grade? 
 
 
If you answered NO to any question in 

a category, you may want to check 
with a PBMS staff member to deter-

mine if the activity will count as a 
community service experience.  

Does This Count? 

For More Info: 

Kate Houston, IB Coordinator 

kate.houston@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

904-547-8770 



 

At Pacetti Bay 
Middle School, 
community ser-
vice deals with our 
interactions within 
our school, our 
neighborhoods, 
and our commu-
nity. A service is 
something we 

volunteer to do: we don’t expect or 
accept financial payment for a service. 
When we give of ourselves, we benefit 
others. Remember, this is community 
service, not family service! 

There are many ways you will be en-
couraged to help others while you are 
at The Bay. First, community service 
should be a normal flow from the 
courses you take. For example, when 
you study the rain forest in science, 
you can write letters of support to our 
government leaders or clean up a 
beach or river. As you study animal 
habitats, you might be inspired to vol-
unteer your help at our local Humane 
Society. A short story from a Lan-
guage Arts class might inspire you to 
help someone in your neighbor-
hood….an elderly person, a mother 
with young children, a family new to 
our country.  Remember, we want you 
to THINK GLOBAL, ACT LOCAL! 

Another way you will be encouraged 
to participate in community service is 

What is Community Service? 
through clubs and organizations here at 
Pacetti Bay. Most after-school clubs 
schedule a variety of activities that are 
considered community service. Most of 
your teachers can use extra help in their 
classrooms. Listen to the morning  an-
nouncements to hear about opportuni-
ties to participate in community service 
activities. 

In addition, you may have already been 
busy helping others outside of the 

school day. For 
example, youth 
a n d  s c o u t 
troops often  
perform some 
sort of commu-
nity service. 
Your neighbor-
hood may have 
a clean-up crew 
that you can 

help with….or you might want to start 
one!  

The Community Service program is a crucial 
component of Pacetti Bay Middle School’s 
IB MYP.  Its goal is to teach responsible 
citizenship and help our young people to 
look outward at the world. Instead of total 
hours, we are tracking total experiences, 
whether that be a 1-hour activity or some-
thing done over several weeks.  Year 1 (6th 
grade) students are expected to participate in 
TWO community service experiences, Year 

How Do I Keep Track of My 

Service? 

2 (7th grade) students THREE experiences, and 
Year 3 (8th grade) students, FOUR experiences.  
Combined with ONE expected SUMMER ex-
perience, students will have engaged in at least 
TEN service opportunities during their time at 
PBMS.  Completion of the ten service experi-
ences makes students eligible for the Communi-
ty Service Award in their eighth grade year.   
 

You will keep track of your community service 
experiences in your homeroom.  Your IB Port-
folio is there and you can access it at any time 
in order to record the help you give others.  
Service done outside of the school day should 
be documented with a note signed by the adult 
supervisor that will then be stapled to your 
Service Tracker. 

It is YOUR responsibility to keep your ser-
vice tracker filled out and updated.  This 
year’s completed forms will be collected 
from homeroom folders on May 1st, 2015. 
 

You are encouraged to complete community 
service experiences throughout the school 
year. You may, of course, complete more than 
the required number of experiences each year.  
However, you only need TEN (9 school-year 
and 1 summer) experiences to qualify for the 
Community Service Award given at the end of 
Year 3. 

What Should I Do To Participate? 


